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BY KATHRYN LINFORD, 7TH GRADE,
SANDCREEK MIDDLE SCHOOL

“United we stand. Divided we fall ” Itis such a straightforward and
simple phrase, that even Aesop, to whom this phrase is credited,
a slave who lived two-and-a-half thousand years ago, could
recognize the valuable principle it teaches and the importance of
sharing this belief. It is understandable why it has always been

a well-known expression. It holds significant wisdom in just six
plain words that can easily be comprehended. United, we are
more powerful than we could ever have been on our own.

“United we stand. Divided we fall.” There is a reason that our country
is identified as the United States of America. As separate states,
cities and communities, we are feeble and frail compare to the
strength we have when we stand together as American citizens.

This has been demonstrated countless times in American history.
For example, against England the colonies were weak when they
tried to stand alone; Separately they fell every time. The colonies
became great when they united as one for the birth of our nation

in 1776 and again to win the Revolutionary War seven years later.

Unfortunately, Americans forgot this principle in 1861 when we parted
at the beginning of the Civil War. The United States was thrown into
chaos because we became divided, and our country began to take a
nosedive into the bottomless pitwe had created ourselves. America
began to collapse and rip at the seams when neighbor fought neighbor,
friend brawled friend and brother battled brother. The Civil War
resulted in hundreds of thousands of horrible fatalities. Each death

still serves as a reminder of how much our states depend on each
other, then and now, and why we must be united in order to stand.

In 1929, the United States of America faced a different kind of challenge
ata level we could have never expected. The Great Depression, followed
by a horrible and prolonged drought, left our citizens bankrupt, hungry
and feeling hopeless. No matter how hard we tried, there appeared
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to be no light at the end of the tunnel. As a nation we realized that
we had to pull together for any possibility of recovery. We became
joined as one when we gave to one another what little we could
spare. This unity became our greatest defense in World War |1

On December 7, 1941, Pear| Harbor was bombed. It was a tragedy we
could have never imagined, yet the United States entered the Second
World War united as one. Qur men stood together on the battlefields,
and our women joined in the factories. Our country was more unified
than ever before in the common cause of freedom. America’s death
count was more than 400,000, but we know the blood of each of
those soldiers bought liberty for not only our nation, but the world.

One of the greatest demonstrations of the importance of unity was

on September 11, 2001, an unforgettable and unbelievable event

that shocked our country and left all Americans heartbroken. Without
being asked, our citizens joined together to volunteer in New York

and Washington, D.C. to help aid the rescue efforts and to comfort
the devastated families. Donations of money and supplies poured in,
Immediately the Support we had for one another was noticeable as our
flag was raised in yards and businesses across the nation that day.

That same flag that we pledge our allegiance to is raised asa
witness of our unity and loyalty to fellow Americans and our
nation, the United States of America. To me, the phase “United
we stand. Divided we fall” means that our country would crumble
to pieces as divided states, cities and communities. Byt aswe
unite in the cause of freedom, together we can stand with more
strength than we could have ever done separately. It is my hope
we never forget that “United we stand. Divided we fall.”



